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the French King replied in learned Latin epistles, pointing out that his dispute with Maximilian had no connection with the Empire, and expressing his surprise that at this critical moment for Christianity, the nations of Europe should not combine against the Turks instead of making war with each other.
Louis wrote in the same strain to Pope Sixtus IV, and threatened a General Council when his friends in Italy were attacked ; he was at peace with England and concluded a treaty with Ferdinand and Isabel of Spain on October 9, 1478, thus making ready for the coming struggle with Maximilian, who was technically the first to break the truce, by retaking Cambray. The national army which he had so well trained, now stood the young Prince in good service, for in the campaign which followed, he won his first victory over the French in pitched battle, near the village of Guinegaste, about a league south of the fortress of Therouanne, which he was on his way to besiege. The French general, Philippe de Creve-coeur, trusting to his cavalry, had charged a small body of the enemy's horsemen, who broke before their attack and were hotly pursued. Meanwhile the French " franc-archers " attacked the Flemish pike-men, gallantly led by Maximilian, who sprang from his horse and rushed into the midst of their ranks when they were driven back, shouting to his nobles to follow. There was a splendid rally, which turned the fortune of the day; for when Cr^vecoeur and his men-at-arms returned from their rash pursuit, it .was to find their infantry scattered and the enemy in possession of the field. So great was the flight 4 " I will gnv ymi 1. r ! • u •• ? ;:• t- / ^ / that you may leurn to nudi* \»ai»   n fi.j   ,1 come to the govenummt of I lit* «}ui^n' * i MUMM may know how to iiml with van n,. hat- , 'c! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
